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Introducing
The Plymouth Parent Advocacy Project

The Plymouth Highbury Trust has supported people with a learning disability since 1956 and have been providing advocacy for the past ten years.
The number of advocacy referrals we have been receiving for families experiencing the child protection process has been increasing year on year.  It came to the point where the majority of the advocates’ time was spent on these cases and we were at risk of being unable to sustain a satisfactory service.
In 2014 we successfully applied to the Big Lottery for additional funding and received a grant to develop our service over three years.
The funding has enabled us to:
· Employ a full-time advocate to specialise in working with parents who have a learning disability
· Employ a Parent Advocate Support Officer
The Project:
· Supports parents who are experiencing the child protection process and care proceedings
· Provides opportunities for parents to meet socially and learn from each other
· Offers a bespoke accessible information service
· Delivers ‘Good Practice’ training and guidance to professionals
· Trains volunteers to work with parents where there are low-level concerns or where a Child in Need plan is in place, as well as to provide ongoing support at LAC reviews. 
· Delivers the Freedom Programme by trained facilitators in an accessible format. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Provides Post-Adoption and Letterbox support to parents following the removal of their children. 
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