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Advocacy and Legislation
Independent advocacy should always be provided where children are the subject of a child protection plan and/or care proceedings are instituted so that parents can participate fully and effectively in the proceedings, as is their legal right
Any parent involved in a child protection conference and/or care proceedings should be informed about local and national sources of independent advocacy. It is particularly important that parents with learning disabilities have access to independent advocacy in these situations. 
Commissioning strategies should address the availability of local advocacy (see Section 3 of this guidance) in order to comply with statutory duties under the Care Act 2014, the Equality Act 2010 and the Human Rights Act 1998. 
It is very important that parents have access to independent advocacy at an early stage and also that advocates have appropriate skills and knowledge of both learning disability and child protection issues.
 (The Good Practice Guidance on working with parents with a learning disability 1.5.3)
The Care Act 2014 imposes a duty on local authorities to provide an independent advocate where an individual would otherwise have substantial difficulties in being involved in processes such as their own assessment and care planning. (See chapter 7 Care and Support Statutory Guidance for full details) 
The Equality Act 2010 imposes a duty on local authorities to make reasonable adjustments so as to eliminate discrimination and to advance equality of opportunity; the provision of an independent advocate may assist with this. 
The Human Rights Act 1998 entitles a parent to participate fully in the process; this includes stages prior to any formal legal proceedings being initiated.
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