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Volunteer Parent Advocates

The Plymouth Parent Advocacy project recruit volunteers to support our service.
Parents with a learning disability often feel isolated or have additional problems such as poor housing, living in poverty, child protection concerns, managing children’s behaviour or poor reading and writing skills. Having a volunteer advocate to assist with some of these can make a huge difference to the life of a whole family.
The volunteers are either parents themselves or have experience of working with families.  Volunteers are fully trained internally and with external courses run by children’s services and the Community Learning Disability team.  They are given regular supervision and are invited to team meetings.
Volunteers:
· Work with parents where there may be low level concerns to understand and respond to the concerns of the local authority and therefore avoid an escalation into child protection.
· Work with parents who have little support, for example those with school age children.
· Offer ongoing assistance where other support has been withdrawn.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Support parents at Child in Need meetings or Looked After Children Reviews.
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